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D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Deer Chase is a mid-eighteenth century Tidewater farmhouse. Some- 
time i n  the  second o r  t h i r d  decade of the  nineteenth century a major f i r e  
sever ly  damaged the  ea s t  chimney and wall.  For t h i s  reason the re  have been 
a number of a l t e r a t i ons  on the i n t e r i o r ,  but the  ex t e r io r ,  except f o r  
fenes t ra t ion ,  remains subs t an t i a l l y  unaltered.  After the  f i r e ,  the  eas t  
wall was r e b u i l t  with the massive t r i angula r  chimney base being removed and 
a rectangular one i n s t a l l ed .  The f i r s t  f loor  i n t e r i o r  tr im a l so  was re-  
placed. The window arrangement was a l t e r ed  and the  windows themselves were 
enlarged. 

The three-bay, double-pile, story-and-a-half rectangular s t ruc tu re  i s  
covered by a gable roof with clipped gables. The roof i s  broken by three  
diagonally sided gabled dormers on both the  north and south slopes. The 
walls are l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above and below the beveled water table .  
Queen c losers  a r e  used a t  the  corners and a t  the south window openings 
above the  f i r s t  four courses,  indicat ing t h a t  the windows have been 1engtheneR 
A screened porch she l t e r s  much of the south s ide  and the  ea s t  end. An 
i n t e r i o r  chimney with a square s tack and corbelled cap i s  a t  each end. The 
windows and doors have p la in  tr im with a beaded edge. Original ly  two 
windows flanked each s ide  of the  center doorway, but the fenes t ra t ion  was 
a l te red  a f t e r  the nineteenth century f i r e ,  giving the  house i t s  present 
three-bay appearance. The sash i s  double-hung and has la rge  six-over-six 
l i gh t s .  The dormers a l so  have double-hung sash with smaller six-over-six 
l i g h t s .  

The i n t e r i o r  plan consis ts  of a cen t r a l  h a l l  flanked by a pa i r  of 
rooms on e i t h e r  s ide .  The s t a i r  ascends i n  a niche a t  the  southeast 
corner of the  center  ha l l .  The o r ig ina l  s t a i r  was probably a t  the rear  of 
the  h a l l  - - a t yp i ca l  plan of the  time. The wal ls  and ce i l ings  a r e  painted 
p l a s t e r .  Surrounding the  four-paneled doors and windows on the  lower f l oo r  
i s  symmetrically molded t r i m  with corner blocks and simple bullseyes. The 
same symmetrically-molded trim i s  used f o r  the cha i r  r a i l .  The t r i m  on the  
upper f loor  has a beaded inner edge with a molding on the  outer  edge, and 
i s  probably re ta ined from before the  f i r e .  I n  the west rooms, the  corner 
f i rep laces  have shallow segmentally-arched openings. The eas t  f i rep lace  i s l  
Greek Revival s t y l e  with flanking columns, bullseyes,  a molded f r i e z e  and 
a p la in  she l f .  This mantel, which dates from a f t e r  the  f i r e ,  is probably 
of the  same period as the  other  lower f loor  i n t e r i o r  trim. 

A three-bay frame school house with white s iding and a center  chimney 
stands west of the  house. This outbuilding has recent ly  undergone some 
renovation, and i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  the  only outbuilding l e f t .  The foundations 
and chimney of the o f f i c e  a re  the only v i s i b l e  remains of the  many outbuil t ings 
formerly on the  property. A r a r e  and pa r t i cu l a r ly  f i n e  example of a colonial  
corn c r i b  stood a t  Deer Chase u n t i l  the  middle of the  twentieth century. 

Deer Chase i s  s e t  i n  f i e ld s  bordered by woods about a mile north of 
the  Piankatank River. The house i s  approached through the  woods by a winding 
lane. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I E l C 1 N C E  

Dcer Chase t y p i f i e s  t h e  small  e ighteenth  century  r u r a l  house once 
prevalent i n  t h e  Tidewater region  of Virg in ia .  The compact, g r a c e f u l l y  
proport ioned house was t h e  c e n t e r  of busy p l a n t a t i o n  l i f e ,  being surrounde 

m by a complex of bu i ld ings  s h e l t e r i n g  many of t h e  funct ions  of a s e l f -  
z s u f f i c i e n t  fanning opera t ion .  The school  house i s  the  only  one of these  
0 dependencies l e f t .  The v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  of Deer Chase is enhanced by t h e  - maintenance of i ts  p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  c o n s i s t i n g  of l e v e l  green  pas tu res  
I- bordered by woods. 
U The beginnings of Dcer Chase can be t r aced  t o  1685, when Oswald Cary 

rece ived a pa ten t  f o r  460 ac res  on the  Piankatank River.  Oswald was the  
3 son of James Cary, a London merchant who had extens ive  t r a d e  wi th  Virg in ia  
LL: This t r a c t  remained i n  t h e  Cary family,  descending l a r g e l y  through the  
I- female l i n e ,  u n t i l  1799 when Cary Kemp, great-great-grandson of Oswald 
m Cary, so ld  i t  t o  P h i l i p  Ludwell Grymes. The house was b u i l t  around 1740, 
z but  t h e  b u i l d e r  is no t  known s i n c e  the  exact  ownership i n  t h a t  period i s  
- clouded by l i t i g a t i o n  wi th in  t h e  family over  t h e  se t t l emen t  of the  e s t a t e  

of Cary Smith, a grandson of Oswald Cary. I n  1811, Doctor George Dudley 
w Nicolson purchased Deer Chase from the  e s t a t e  of P h i l i p  Ludwell Grymes. 
L;I The proper ty  remained i?. t h e  Nicolson family u n t i l  1906. The house was 
m neglected f o r  many yea r s  i n  t h e  twent ie th  century  u n t i l  it was purchased 

i n  1958 by Emmett Hoy who began renovation.  M r .  and Mrs. Garland Sydnor 
obta ined  t h e  house i n  1969 and have completed the  renovations.  
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